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4, Life in Labor c%m . 1ife om Kolkhozes: “Although the life of the slave
workers i terrible, it 16 & mwistake to suppose that theirs is the hardest

life in the USBR. The kolkhozniks, although nominally free, are much worse off
gtill. Thanks o the inefficiency of the system, all sgricultural wirke are
hopelessly delaysd, the haymaking goes cm until Qetober, the harvest until
gnows, and potatoes are dug from frozen esrth. FPrisoners kept recelving
letters from the kolkhozes st home telling how towmiapebple bad bteen dénmardesved to
dig the potatoes im Decenber e the xolkboz fields. While in tha lalber camp
a certain minimum quantity of food is guaranteed which makes 1% possibls to
exizt, no such guarantee exis®s in the kolkhozes, and after the stabe hap
taken the ccmpulsory delivery quotes, the koelkhomniks bave to gearsh themselves
26X 1)§n get enough enough food to survive, The earnings of the kolkhew pemsants
re miserably low, 1 ]
| [J The inmates of the labor camps, who
25X 125X 1 %2 perfectly well aware of the conditicns in the countryside, look with a
vertain snxiety towards their liberatiom. Most of the prisorers who were
[ | @ot sentenses of 8-10 yesrs and so can
expect to be relssced in & year .r two. As no politicsl prisoners a¥e’ gllowved
to return howme sfter thelr relsase but must settle im the vieiniby of the
cpmps, the prizonsrs are afreid they will not be abls b0 earn encugh alter
their relessse to keep from sterving. . ‘

25X1X

5. Sentencews Of course, slthoush one hes been sentenced to & certain nunber
of years, one cannot be akz slutely sure that he iz actuslly golng tn he
relessged after having merved his .entence. The relsass is not exesubedimgs.
sutomatically but a certain agency decides on this and if 1% chosses, 1t san
refuse to releasse the priseoner in guestion. :

6. [Hope for War: "Everybcdy is longing snd hoping for & war. Every spring 14 e 25X1X v

re t war will bresk out in i subumn, and every autumn 1%t is sald that

25X1 A4 will treak out next spring. The "SEffantastic stories are told:

1 in the Cemtral Prisen in Tallir it’vas sald that one winter dsy there had .
been a spiritusl sesnce in & cell. [he medium had been exsellent and hed seid ,
that certain priscners would reseive a parcel goon, and foretold exactly what
the parcel would sontain. Of course, the medium was asked whenthey vowld be fwres
again, Hé said he sew sumething, but he was not sure sbout the time. Tt waa,
cold, anyhow, and the trees were barrem, but there was no longer any snow when &ll
the peven prigon gates would be opensd by & foreign army, the Soviets had left,
and all the prisoners were relessed. Socon afterwvards,| ] the 2521

sz

: MVD prison, etc., and it was | |to the Central Prison. The
25X1X spring had come and gone - sand everybedy had thought that the medium had meant 25

the spring - end nothing had bappeped &t all. |
| | Cmly one 1ittle detall wass_wg iged

In 1% now the medium was reported to bave saild that he had seen barren trees -
but not yet any snow. And of course, everybody believed it and wes zure thet wer
would bresak out in the auvtumn.
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Disappointment in the USA: "When Eisenhower became President, everybody wes very
much excited and bhopeful. His first gpeeches and promises of liberty to &ll peocpis,
and the official declarations that policy of contalnment waes now at &n end and the
policy of liberation would be inaugurated; spread like wildfire all over the

country #nd were unconditionally believed. However, ag high &g the hopes had been,as
great toowas the disappointment when monthe snd months passed and nothing heppened.
The pecple feel that they have been let down.”~They feel they have been premised
help from the U3, and they have rezeived rnnthing; they feel thev have been promised
freedom, and thev are still slaves. US ,reptige has suffered considerable
damege end US popularity has fallen. People cannot understand why the V8, spioh
in their opinion is the moet powerful country in the world, tolerates the Scvviet
tyranny without doing anything ebout 1t spart from meking bombastin j@Z‘v‘.ﬁrmﬂB@k;“,‘n_.”

- Gl ~
25X1A

CONFIDENTTAL, 25X1

Approved For Release 2003/12/04 : CIA-RDP80-00926A007600180007-4



